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Focus on campus security

Welcome to ID Dossier, the customer news magazine from Laminex International.  In this issue, we focus on the security issues facing the tertiary education sector, in particular those challenges associated with issuing large numbers of ID cards in a quick and painless way.

The two case studies featured over the page highlight some of the benefits available from using the Laminex IDPro 5 Series.  This complete Identity Management System provides colleges with a choice of four highly flexible database software modules which can be easily upgraded to meet growing and ever-changing needs.

IDPro has been developed by our own team of programmers at Laminex.  That means our customers need never have a problem when it comes to customising a module for their particular needs.  Nor will they encounter any difficulty in obtaining advice on how to make the very best of our user-friendly Windows-based software.

Of course, we've made sure that IDPro is packed with highly functional features which make ours the most competitive digital ID imaging package available to the education sector today.

It's no coincidence either that we're a growing force in the education market.  We recognise the need for a commitment to excellence which we have been providing in other sectors for many years.  

And as a subsidiary of Bunzl plc, Laminex International have the resources to continually develop the security systems portfolio which has made us a leading service provider in the UK.
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CASE STUDY 1

LOCATION: 


PRESTON COLLEGE OF FURTHER EDUCATION

CHALLENGE: 


TO OVERCOME THE SECURITY PROBLEM OF MULTIPLE-COURSE ENROLMENT

SOLUTION: 


IRPro 5.4 INSTALLED ON THE COLLEGE'S WIDE AREA NETWORK (WAN) 

Security in numbers with IDPro solution

With 23,000 students, Preston College of Further Education in Lancashire faced a major challenge when it came to upgrading and modernising its ID management system.

John Bxxxxx, the college's IT Manager, knew exactly what he was looking for when he began his search for a supplier of ID systems.  He chose the IDPro Identity Management System from Laminex International because it most closely met his needs.

A primary consideration was being able to implement a 'Membership Card' system where a verifiable and professional-looking ID card could be issued to students enrolling for the first time each year.

The process had to be a quick and painless event for the students, and yet the system's database software had to be sophisticated enough to overcome the potential security problems associated with multiple-course enrolment at the college.

"The problem we had to address," explained John, "was being able to identify students who had already enrolled on another course.  For security reasons, we obviously didn't want anyone to have more than one Membership Card."

The IDPro 5.4 system was successfully installed on the wide area network (WAN) at Preston College which provided the total flexibility needed to meet all John Bxxxx's objectives.  

Not only is IDPro a complete digital imaging package offering total functionality for producing ID cards.  Its multi-user, networkable capabilities also proved to be ideal for the seven sites at Preston College where dedicated PCs and seven video imaging stations can handle the processing of each student's Membership Card.  

IDPro provides a range of image capture and print options as well as having full Open Database Connectivity (ODBC) compliancy for integration with existing database software applications.  A single dossier and multi-gallery print facility is also available.
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CASE STUDY 2

LOCATION: 


NORTH EAST WALES INSTITUTE OF HIGHER EDUCATION

CHALLENGE: 


TO UPGRADE AND INTEGRATE THE ID CARD SYSTEM WITHIN A WIDER RANGE OF COLLEGE SECURITY AND ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES

SOLUTION:

INTRODUCING IDPro 5.3 IN 1998, FOLLOWED A YEAR LATER BY UPGRADING TO IDPro 5.4

IDPro passes 'future-proofing' test!

The impressive flexibility of IDPro has proved to be especially beneficial for the Wrexham-based North East Wales Institute of Higher Education (NEWI).

To overcome the inadequacies of its previous ID card system - it was too slow and only printed photos in black and white - the college's User Service Manager, Paul Jxxxxxxxx, decided to introduce IDPro 5.3 in 1998. 

His initial aim was to provide a more efficient and effective system for managing staff and student ID, as well as providing a first-line security check for external users of the college library.

At a stroke, the IDPro database software meant that ID cards for the 1500 new students arriving in a deluge during the first week of each academic year could be issued quickly and easily.

Paul Jxxxxxx was enthusiastic about IDPro from the outset:

"Choosing IDPro 5.3 gave us a complete digital imaging package with plenty of features such as the image capture capability by live video or the TWAIN interface.

"Of course, when we saw exactly what IDPro could do," said Paul, "it wasn't long before we started looking at the possibility of upgrading to IDPro 5.4 so we could link it with our central student database."

Its introduction was a quantum leap for the college, made possible by the Open Database Connectivity (ODBC) link and MS Access database incorporated in the IDPro 5.4 module.  The highly productive end result was NEWI's two database systems actually 'talking' to each other!

This meant less keying-in of basic data, saving both time and money.  Also, IDPro 5.4 has opened up new possibilities for the increased use of ID cards as an integral part of college life.

Apart from authorising photocopier use and providing door access, the college has plans to incorporate the NUS logo on the cards to make it as easy as possible to prove entitlement to student discounts in shops, cinemas, clubs and so on.
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