SIPs are part of the Prescott vision

Offsite manufacture provides 

the cost-effective answer to 

economical housing development

Modern Methods of Construction (MMC) - including the offsite manufacture of Structural Insulated Panels (SIPs) - are certain to make a major contribution to the country’s future housing needs.

This is certainly the view of Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott who plans to drastically increase housing development in the south-east and create sustainable communities elsewhere, with particular regard to the projected 70 per cent increase in single-person households over the next 20 years.

The need for high quality affordable housing has never been greater, especially among lower earners in the prohibitively expensive south-east.  John Prescott’s call for the £60,000 house was initially met with derision from all quarters but, following huge competitive interest from builders and architects, the concept is now well on its way to becoming a reality.

The role of Structural Insulated Panels (SIPs) in creating this new generation of housing looks set to increase enormously over the next few years, as Brian Hxxxxx – Sales Manager at HEMSEC-SIPs, Europe’s most experienced manufacturer of SIPs – explained:

“Offsite manufacture accounted for only 1 per cent of all UK house construction in 2002 compared to 15 per cent in Germany and more than 50 per cent in Finland.  Given the housing shortages which are pushing house prices beyond the reach of so many young people in Britain, and given John Prescott’s admirable new initiatives, the use of Modern Methods of Construction – and SIPs in particular – will soar.”

In large measure, this is what Sir John Egan had in mind with his highly respected 1998 report entitled ‘Rethinking Construction’ which assessed the efficiency of the UK construction industry.  Since its publication, the report has been one of the most significant drivers for change in building techniques and materials.  

Brian Hxxxx points out that SIPs address these issues head-on:

“The panels manufactured by HEMSEC-SIPs provide a neat solution to the challenge of creating high quality homes quickly and at reasonable cost,” he says.

“Almost all the main issues targeted by Egan are addressed by SIPs.  They reduce construction times dramatically; capital costs are also cut; precision engineering offsite minimises product defects as well as onsite waste.

“Apart from that,” Brian continued, “SIPs buildings are more air-tight and energy efficient, with impressive insulation levels and low heating costs.  CO² emissions are low as a result and well within levels stipulated by the latest Building Regulations.

“With other significant plusses like extra loft space and better footprint usage within each finished house, the extra demands of Prescott for higher density housing are also met.  

“In short, I strongly believe that SIPs are the future of mainstream construction.  So many factors have come together in such a positive way over the past few years that even the hard-headed founding fathers of HEMSEC-SIPs would have been surprised!”

NOTES FOR EDITORS

· Timber OSB 3 (Orientated Strand Board) provides high structural strength.
· Panels are available in thicknesses from 75mm to 245mm, with optional finishes of OSB 15mm and cement particle board.

· Sandwich construction of panels produces similar characteristics to I-Beam.

· The polyurethane core contains a fire retardant to inhibit accidental ignition when tested to BS4735.

· U-values for insulation of 0.08 (245mm thick) to 0.28 (100mm).

· Excellent U-value to panel thickness ratio minimises wall thickness, thus maximising internal space.

· Multiple options for external finishes.

· Air-tight structure drastically reduces energy loss.
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