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Visit the future 

with total aluminium solutions...

HYDRO RAUFOSS AUTOMOTIVE
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The Embrace

Few companies can embrace the future with the certainty of Hydro Raufoss Automotive.  Our position as a world leader in all aspects of aluminium componentry for the automotive industry means you can look ahead with confidence.

Hydro Raufoss take the 'total solutions' approach to this exciting and essential view of the future where aluminium production, research and development and automotive design are brought together on behalf of our clients.

We bring vast experience of the industry plus the backing of Norsk Hydro, one of the world's largest industrial groups.  Equally valid, our prized pedigree in the aerospace industry has been translated successfully to providing automotive solutions.

As a part of this policy, the company has secured the services of four leading designers in the automotive field who bring an empathy, flair and understanding of the potential of innovation.  

There is no doubt that aluminium is the future in the components business.  It has all the benefits which lightness, flexibility and cost-effectiveness bring to a highly competitive and demanding industry.  

New technology is continually taking us forward, as can be seen for example in the powerful new bonding techniques which have already opened up so many design opportunities.  

It enables us to provide a wider range of stronger and more versatile products ranging from chassis components to bumper reinforcements, roll-over protection systems and structural seat components.  

Hydro Raufoss are at the forefront of the aluminium processing industry, working closely with equally ambitious automotive companies whose driving force is to achieve total solutions and market-leading excellence.
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The Exchange

Working closely with clients calls for mutual respect, confidence and trust.  To every challenge, Hydro Raufoss bring innovative, in-depth and relevant experience and solutions which address all aspects of a project.

Put simply, that calls for an exchange of business cultures and ambitions to meet complementary goals.  This is achieved by providing better products with outstanding functionality and market relevance.  It means meeting budgetary targets as well as exciting the senses through innovation, flair and foresight.

Breathtaking solutions rely on inter-dependence, clear thinking and a sense of partnership.  At Hydro Raufoss, that flows with the mainstream in our approach to business.  And, make no mistake, along with a commitment to leading-edge solutions, we adopt a business-like approach in all parts of our operations.

That extends to meeting time-scheduled projects on time and on cost.  It incorporates efficient stock-holding policies, timely deliveries, confidentiality and consistent pricing structures.  In short, a total package to create an effective working partnership.
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The Experience

Two market-leading companies with over 40 years' experience came together in 1997 as Hydro Raufoss Automotive.

The merger of Hydro Aluminium Automotive Structures and Raufoss Automotive AS brought a new dimension to the supply of technologically advanced aluminium products and systems in the automotive industry.

Operating through ten companies in seven countries, this new division of the Hydro Group has developed rapidly to meet spiralling global demand for engineering solutions in lightweight, high strength aluminium.

In the UK, Hydro Raufoss has a full product development and manufacturing capability.  This enables the company to supply over 70 different components to firms such as Jaguar, Land Rover and Renault.  To match massive UK sales increases, an ever-improving quality performance has set Hydro Raufoss apart as a truly world-class operation.
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Innovative heat transfer & tubing systems...

A new design concept for in-car air-conditioning systems has been developed by Hydro Raufoss in close co-operation with 
users and customers.  Highly efficient flat oval tubes provide advanced refrigerant flow distribution as well as having a longer lifetime and up to 30 per cent lower investment costs compared to existing designs.

Similar innovation has been achieved through the development of plastic-coated aluminium tubes by Hydro Aluminium Hycot of Denmark.  Lifetime corrosion protection 
makes them especially suitable for fuel lines, power steering and other transmission applications.

Your partner in magnesium die castings...

The advantages of magnesium die castings for automotive use are far-reaching.  As the world's largest supplier of 
magnesium, Hydro Magnesium provides vital consultancy services in a burgeoning world market which has already 
seen GM, Fiat, Mercedes Benz and Chrysler install 
magnesium instrument panels and cross beam supports in their vehicles.  Among the key benefits of magnesium 
components are reduced weight; improved noise, vibration and harshness characteristics; quick assembly-line 
installation; and improved design flexibility.

Aluminium alloys for high performance components...

Hydro is the leading supplier to the European automotive market of primary foundry alloys. They provide consistency in castability and service properties which makes them the preferred choice for high performance components and aluminium castings where safety is a paramount factor.  

Applications include structural and brake components, cylinder heads and wheels.  Through its Norwegian companies, Hydro is in fact a highly regarded supplier of 
aluminium wheels to some of Europe's most demanding customers including Audi, BMW, Saab and Volvo.
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(Summary)

A Partnership For The Future

Hydro Raufoss have always embraced the entrepreneurial spirit which so characterises the automotive industry.  For all companies in the sector, this progressive spirit now goes far beyond innovation and efficiency.  

Environmental considerations now extend to optimising energy usage.  Using aluminium and magnesium in the fabrication of automotive components is especially significant for Hydro Raufoss as energy consumed in the metals' production is more than offset by energy saved during the life-cycles of products made.

By working closely with both partners and customers, the company has a unique capability to develop technologies, products and applications that address the environmental constraints implicit in a sustainable road transport policy.
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